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Norlega'
‘A fighter’
on the run

By ELAINE SCIOLINO

oriega enraged,
ed and eluded the grasp of
two successive administrations.

His attorneys said Wednesday
that Noriega, who was in hiding as
more than 20,000 U.S. troops
stormed through Panama, may nev-
er be captured.

“He’s afighter;” said Miami attor-
ney Raymond Takiff, who said he
"-“"‘d with his client Monday eve-
ning and remained in contact with

- the general’s
aides Wednes-
day. “I feel un-
happily secure
in my belief

1 c&l enemies. ‘?esldent nsh
has mmmi him s the bed guy

a pulp ], a Latin Ameri
can “narco-terrorist” corrupting the
youth of America.

He resisted pleas that he relin-
quish power, rejected pi s of
safe haven in a third country,
spurned threats of U.S. military in-
tervention, survived intense eco-
nomic pressure and dx]glomanc cen-
sure and defied

Panama mvaded

U.S. Southern
Command HQ

“THE AMERI AN ‘TROOPS sént agalns‘
Panamgnian military bases at 1 a.m.
Wednesday moved in relative secrecy”
and-carri imultansous ettacks.
"Operaﬁon Just’ Caus-" Inciu
. troops stationsdin Panama,
ight;

any
which attacked the area &10:
Bridge of the Americas and the U.S.
Howard Air Force Base.

mTask Force Red, ‘which atiacked two
Panamanian Defense Forces units that
had been loyal to Norlega in Oct. 3 coup.
& Task Force Bayonet {the 6th
Mechanized bana]m light tanks, and

the 5th battalion of the 67th Infaniry),
which attacked Noriega’s headquarters,
the Commandencia,

drug-trafficking charges in Amen—
can courts. In short, Noriega dared
to challenge the image of the United
States as a world powe‘
Wednesday’s invasion may end a
battle between Bush and Nanega
that dates from last year's Am
can presidentisl race. As part of a
campaign of psychological warfare
against Bush, Noriega soread the
word that he had “someihing on
Bush” that would prevent the Unit-
ed Statcs from moving against Pan-

Bush also was plagued by specu-
lation that the Reagan administra-
tion knew about Noriega's involve-
ment in drug trafficking and money
laundering for several years and did
nothing to stop it.

‘When an embarrassing photo of a
1983 meeting between Bush and
Noriega in Panama City surfaced

last year, Panamanian opposition '

leaders said the meeting was to dis-

cuss money laundering of drug prof-

its through Panama while Bush

aides called it 2 routine stopover to

discuss drug interdietion efforts.
(See Moriega, All)

Teday’s Chuckie
Molesca cs is that time of life

That someday ne'l be &5 dumb as
h fathef .

boy ‘refuses fo believe .

U.S. soldiers stand guard to protect
hiding in a ditch during Wednesday”

before midnight.

For journalists, job
as pro-Noriega gunmen seize hotel

By LINDSEY GRUSON
New York Times News Service
PANAMA CITY, Panama — The
first reports of shooting came just

Within minutes, heavy explo-
sions, mufiled by
oed through the steel and glass can-
yons of the capital.
Then the noise died down.

From Wira Reports
PANAMA CITY, Panama — A
massive U.S. invasion force

i of Panamanian strongman Mahuel
A. Noriega and installed a.ne
president, chasing Noriega into ”ﬁ;

ing with an air and infantry assaill
:.lhafi left at least 156 American Gfa
ead, .

Americans durmg the day and; by
nightfall spo ic gunfire was
as armed thugs roamed city H

In Washmgton the Bush adijie
| istration offered a $1 million reward .
for the military ruler who defled-a
superpower, saying, “We have de

ted him from the dictator-
shlp " Supporters of Neriega also
were offered $150 for each firearni
thﬁ(surrend red. sefly Wednesds
oriega spoke brie ‘edne;

night over the national radio net}:
work and declared, “We're in trench
werfare now and we maintain
the resistance.”

He galuted Panamanians ﬁgh
the American invasion, saying, "Wg
must regist and advance, We ask
the world for help, with men, digni-
ty,a.uds ngth. Oursuganisw
win or die, not one step baek.”

The station went off the air right

M o eamaess
i y TOM RED
L. Times-Washingtn Post News Service
WASHINGTON — Now that
U.8. forces have scored a quick mili-
_F tary victory in Panama, what do
- they do next?
The danger facing American
troops durmg the next few weeks
and months, military lysts said
1 Wednesday, is that the new civilian
| government headed by President
Guillerme Endara may mnot be
strong enough to rule on its own.
That could push the United States,
whose pre-invasion force of about

bec

weaving a black ski mask and cam-
ouflage pants and carrying an auto-
matic assault

Noriega's loyalists seized some

At the window of a room on the
second floor of the cabana area of
the Marriott Hotel, T listened with
two other re: irters for more sounds
of fighting when we saw a man

Lindsey Gruson is a former
Greenshoro resident and former

“We're coming!” we shouted
through the open patio window.

25 Cents

after Noriega’s remarks “and his
- whereabouts still could not be de-
termined. Whether he had substan-
tial forces under his command was

not

ngmﬁcsnt fighting in the city
ended by 4.p.m. although one resi-
-dent said explosions in the area of
the. pro-Noriega station caused the
radio to go off the air when the
radio tower was struck shorﬂyaﬂer
the Noriega broadeast, The resident
said the stamm itself had not been

damaged b; biast.
As a.xrh%ed troops prepared to
(See Panama, A10)

Prolonged stay

| risky for troops
EDBURI =g haIyeis ™

13,000 troops inPanama is responsi-
ble solely for protecting the eanal,
into the w;mmed role of a long-
term army of ion.

“The mtmow;llgk?s are tremen-
dous,” said John Roberts, a Panama
expert who served as general coun-
sel on the Senate Armed Services
Committee when the Panama Canal
treaties were ratified in 1978.

“The worst possible scenario

(See Analysis, A11)

becomes ordeal
[ ]

“Down! Down!” the gunman com-
manded. “On the floor. Quick!
Quick!”

rifle running The journalists lay face-down on

across the pa- the floor. The gunman then de-

ilo area out- manded to know the nationality of
the distance, ech-  side. the three journalists.

We crouched Two cf us were American, myself
to the floor, and Laura Brooks of NBC News,
but the gun- and one was British, Paul Iredal of
man spotted the Reuters news
us. He grabbed Brool lumdbxg and

“Out! Out!” gan searching through i.
he shoutﬁd “You see, I'm not mterested
aiming his AK- your money,” he said, returning ﬂle
47 assault rl.ﬂe Cruson Wallet o Brooks. Then he ordered

them to go to the lobby.
“We've been ordered to take hos-

Panamanian residents g 7

s fighting News & Record.

writer for the Greensboro

We walked to the door.

Grieving father fights for highway safety

By TAET WIREBACK
Statt Writer
SILER CITY — Jack Wilhoit wants the

answer to just one question about the death of *

his 18-year-old daughter,:Elai

He wants to know why ‘the company he
holds res nsible is still allowed to’.operate
orth Carolina. Elzine died July 17
in a crash on U.S. 421, near Staley, when a
tracter trailer ouned by Dave Carter & Asso-
msgthes jackknifed in her path on a rain-siick
i

Wllhunt backed by the nghway Patrol offi-

" cer who mve»:gabz—;d the wreek, believes it

happened because the truck had bald tires on
its rear axle.

Wilhoit’s Iaunched an effort for tougher laws
agamst compames that cause serious accidents
by ignoring basic truck maintenance.

In fact, the Floridz-based Carter firm had a
queshonab.e 1 safety record in North Car-
olina at least two years before the wreck on

T

““Tf this is 4 hole in the law, it's a big one and
it needs to be filled,” Wilhoit, of Siler City,
said Wednesday. “It ‘needs to be filled because
if it isn't, l guarantee you this will happen

il e

-4 Ifthis is a hole in the law, it's a
"big one and it needs to be filled. it
needs to be filled because if it isn't,
t guarantee you this will happen
again to somebody else. }

~ Jack Wilhoit

again'to somebody else.

“1 guarantee that. And I don't want
o go through what I've had to deal with.”

'l'hﬂ truck driver, Cedric Richmend of Me-
hbane, pleaded guilty to careless and reckless
driving in Chatham District Court. .He was
sentenced three weeks ago to a five: yea.r sus-
pended jail term and given 2 §500 fine.

Last month, the Carter firm pald “Withoit
$500,000 to avoid a wrongful-death suit.

Elaine’s mother, Janice Wilhoit, said the
farmly agreed to an out-of-court Settlement

because lawyers advised them
meyu have to prove the company continued to
use the bad tires with “malicious mtent” to
$use harm.

yone

-

“’I‘hey ‘said that's very difficult to prove in
couﬂ.. she said.
But Jack Wilhoit believes the company
hasn’t been punished severely enough.

“They continue to operate,” he said. “They
have insurance to cover what they paid me.”

The Carter firm is an electrical-supply
wholesaler based in Qcala, Fla. It cperates 24
trucks and has a warehouse in Burlington, in
-addition to similar faciiities in Fiorida, Aia.

 ‘bama, Georgia and Pennsylvania,

Since 1987, North Carolina truck-safety in-
speciors have checked six Carter tvucks in
random, roadside ingpections. Four were
forced out of service for serious safety viola-
tions, including brake-line air leaks, tire prob-
lems ‘and broken turn signals.

In fact, six months tefore Elaine's death,
the truck that killed her was ordered off the
road for having 3 ﬂat trailer tire,
fine and a worn air line on the rear
Brakes on haavy trucks are operated by cum-

ond was

(See Wreck, Al4)
. %

“We don't have any weapons!”

1
(See Scene, Al2)

janice it with a
picture of thelr dgghler, Elaine




